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KWIN TLAYAM LO HANIS TLII’IIS 
Let’s Speak the Hanis Language

BY PATTY WHEREAT- PHILLIPS 

Well, as some of you may already now, we are beginning a native language program.  First we’re working on 
Hanis.  To those more interested in Milluk or Siuslaw/Umpqua, this early work on Hanis will help you too!  For one 
thing, we’re going to use the same orthography (writing system) for all the languages, they share a lot of sounds, 
and so a bit of practice at Hanis will give you a step up in learning Milluk or Siuslaw/Umpqua later.

There will eventually be recordings of words available, both online and on CDs.  But seeing and hearing words 
can help reinforce them in your memory, so from here on out we are going to use one writing system to represent 
the Native words.  Here is the pronunciation chart to help you do that.

THE VOWELS:
The native languages have pretty much all the same vowels English does.  Here is how to represent those sounds:

Combinations of two vowels – diphthongs – will be represented by ai for the ‘i’ in bite, and au for the ‘ow’ sound 
in grout.

THE CONSONANTS:
For most consonants – like b, d, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, s, t, z, assume they are similar to English.  However, Hanis 

(and Milluk and Siuslaw/Umpqua too) contain some consonant sounds NOT found in English.  Or at least a little bit 
different.  So we’ll illustrate them here.

New Staff in 
Family Services
BY DOTTIE GARCIA, FAMILY SERVICES 
COORDINATOR

Family Services is pleased to wel-
come Iliana Kazmierczak as the 
new Caseworker Aide, replacing 
Delilah Baldwin who moved to the 
Health Dept.  Iliana 
is a Tribal member.  
She is married to 
Gene Kazmierczak  
and they have one 
son, Cody , who is 
13 years old and in 
8th grade at Sun-
set Middle School.  
Prior to working 
with the Tribe, Iliana 
worked in the mort-
gage industry.  She 
brings with her great organizational 
skills, attention to detail and warm 
customer service.  We are pleased to 
have her here and hope you will stop 
by and welcome her when you have 
a chance.

We are also pleased to welcome 
Morgan Gaines , a Tribal member and 
a senior at Southern Oregon Univer-
sity, in Ashland, Oregon.  Morgan is 
doing her Capstone Senior Project by 
interning with Family Services through 
December 2009.  
Morgan has already 
shown her dedica-
tion and  vast skill 
set in helping the 
department plan 
and  host the In-
dian Child Welfare 
Conference the end 
of October in Flor-
ence. She will be 
graduating in March 
2010 and is open to any fabulous job 
offers!  Please also welcome Morgan 
when you meet her.

Tribal Home Available Soon
Available December 15, 2009

Location: 1325 Neese Street
Coos Bay, Oregon

3 bedroom, 1.5 baths, fenced yard
$775 per month
$775 Deposit

Contact Anita in the Housing 
Department at 541-888-9577


